
Now in it’s 18th year, The British English Olympics is a prestigious competition that brings together 
school teams from across the world to compete a variety of challenges that test students’ ability to use 
their English language skills in a variety of situations, including presentations, debates and creative 
improvisation tasks. Hosted in traditional British boarding school campuses, teams take on five 
distinct challenges — earning points toward a place in the Grand Final. At the end of the competition 
all students take part in the Grand Award Ceremony in central London. Many schools compete year 
after year, selecting their finest students to represent their school and their country. For students it is a 
stage; for schools, a tradition; for parents, a moment of real pride. 

THE FIVE CHALLENGES

Improvisation 
Teams take on unexpected scenarios on stage requiring fast thinking, bold performances and strong teamwork 
under pressure.

Case Study 
Students analyse a real-world problem and present creative, structured solutions to a judging panel.
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Tech Challenge 
Looking at the ever changing world of technology, students are presented with a brief which requires them to 
demonstrate innovative and creative solutions to the judges.

Speaker’s Challenge 
A powerful speech prepared in school before arrival. This is a chance to shine on an international stage.

Debate Challenge 
School teams go head-to-head debating assigned positions to a given topic. Students must demonstrate their ability 
to use their English language skills and to listen and respond effectively in real time.



WEEK 1 DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5 DAY 6 DAY 7

MORNING

Arrivals 
Welcome & Initial 

Induction 
Participation in 

the World 
Economic Forum 
Workshops and 

Challenges 
dependent on 
arrival time on 

campus"

The grand opening 
ceremony and an 

introduction to the 
British English 

Olympics 
competition

BEO Competition
BEO Competition

A half day trip to a 
local place of 

interest**
BEO Competition

The Semi-Finals 
Round 1

AFTERNOON Academic 
Workshops BEO Competition

A half day trip to a 
local place of 

interest**
BEO Competition BEO Competition The Semi-Finals 

Round 2

EVENING The Mystery 
Challenge

International 
Night

BEO's Got Talent
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Competition 
Preparation Time
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Preparation Time

Global Spotlight 
Competition Disco

WEEK 2 DAY 8 DAY 9 DAY 10

MORNING

The Grand Final An extended day 
in London 

including The 
Masters Award 
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Departures
AFTERNOON

EVENING
Closing 

Ceremonty & 
Disco

**Our half day trips have been designed to break up the competition days for participating teams.  As we use a variety of campuses in a variety of locations the half day 
trip may alter. 
Samples of half day trips are Brighton, Portsmouth, Redhill, Canterbury.  Your half day trip location will be confirmed when your campus location is confirmed.

SAMPLE PROGRAMME* - 9 NIGHTS

WHAT'S INCLUDED

•	 All five competition challenges on campus

•	 Full board accommodation in traditional 
British boarding houses

•	 Opening & closing ceremonies on campus

•	 Medal & certificate for every student

•	 Grand Award Ceremony in London

•	 International Night, Talent Show & Global 
Spotlight

•	 Excursions (programme dependent)

•	 One free group leader per 15 student

*This programme is for illustrative purposes and activities and trips shown may change.

HOW IT WORKS FOR YOUR SCHOOLS

1 2 3 4

Grand Award 
Ceremony

BOOK PREPARE COMPETE ADVANCE
Students selected to 

represent their school
Speech & talent show 

prepared at home
Arrive on campus, 
challenges begin

Top teams progress to 
the finals!


